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not alone fufficient to preferve the lives of its Natural 
Animals. Hence it follows^ that in Ponds, when the 
Water comes to be frozen over with a pretty thick Ice, 
the Fifties in the (aid Ponds are very likely, if not cer- 
tain to perifti, upon the continuance of fuch a Conge- 
lation for fome time on their Surfaces 5 unlefs (as in the 
latter part of the Experiments) the Impediment, which 
hinder'd the immediate Contact of the Air to the Surface 
of the Water, be remov'd ; that is, by breaking Holes 
in the Ice, whereby it is reftored, and undoubtedly will 
perform the fame thing as my Removal of the Brafs 
Plate. This is to be underftood only in Ponds 5 where 
the Water is ftagnant 5 for where there are Springs, or 
a current of Water conftantly fucceeding under the Ice, 
the efifed moft likely will not be the fame. 



YL Part of a Letter from Mr. Patrick Blair to Dr. 
HansSloane, % S. Seer. G tying an Account of 
the Asbeftos, or Lapis Amiantus^ found in. the 
the High-lands of Scodand* 

Take, leave tp communicate the Relation of a Gen- 
tleman in the High-lands, not many Miles hence, 
•who has lately built an Houfe of a fingular kind of 
Stone, diggd out of a Quarry not far from hirn. This 
Stone, after the Rubbifh, which is not very deep, is done 
3 way*, lyes Horizontally in a Bedendu'd with parallel 
fibres, with few Fnterftices, foft at the beginning, and 
^afy to, be fmooth'd and polifh'd without any Tool, 
but rather with Sand, or an other hard Stone of a 
blewjfh Colour, which afterwards hardens fo, that it 
T&fi(k*li the injuries of 4 Air or prejudice of Fife. When 
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firfl: the Quarrier began to dig if, he was at a mighty 
loft} for endeavouring to cut and raife it after the or* 
dinary manner with Wedges, and other ufual Tnftru- 
mcn(s, it broke and crumbled ail to pieces : But after- 
wards, obferving more narrowly the Du# of its Fi- 
bres, fo to fpeak, he endeavoured to cut it with Spader 
lengthways 5 and by this means he procured Stones 
as big as he had a mind, which fmoothed very eaOly 
along the Trad of their Fibres } but when cut tranfverfe, 
no Means nor Methods could render thera fmooth, tuc 
their Surface re ma inM unequal as the Extremities of a piece 
of Wood. Although, as I faid, this Quarry has but few 
Interfaces, yet in. thofe it has the true Jsbeftos^ of a 
whitifh Silver Surface, confiding of feverai fafciculi with 
parallel Fibres, like to thofe of the mufcuiar Fibres of 
tilted Beef, eafily feparable from each other, pure 
white, till it becomes fo fmali as the fineft Flax, and fa 
ductile, that it may be fpun into the fineft Thread, 
whereof it were eafy to make the incombuftible Cloth, 
fo famous for Shrines among the Ancients, In o« 
ther places of thofe Interfaces, was likewife to be oh*. 
fferved a reddifti Subftance, near to the colour of Sanguis 
Dtaconkx, but whether Fibrous or not, I cannot inform 
you, lince the Gentleman could not (hew me any of h^ 
but added, he believed it mi*ht be good for dying, I 
got a fnuli parcel of the Asbejlos from him ; and he told 
me, if he had known its vatae, he could have preierv'd 
ibme Pounds of it. I am ready to think the fecond kind 
was Fibrous too, which might make a very beautii&l 
Cloath, being ftriped with the other. The Quarry* is 
ac prefent lull of Fvobbilh ; but. he tel!s>me, he is to 
build again thisenfuing Summer^ and you may be afc 
fur'd, if any fucfe Subftance be.. hereafter found, it. (hail 
be carefully prefcrved. In a Word, this whole Qaarry 
may be laid i'obeJsbeftos of different Colours,-, the bkae- 
ifh being, of a. much courfcr, and the ■ whi« and red of. 
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a finer Grain. I have been at the Gentlemans Houfe, of 
whom I have this Account, and you may look upon 
It as Authentick. 

Coupar of Angus > Tours 9 

March is* 1712. P. BLAIR.. 



VlL The Dimenfiom of fome Human Bones, of an 
extraordinary Si%e y which wtrc dug up near St. 
Albans in Hertfordshire. Communicated by Mr. 
W. Chefelden, Surgeon^ F.R.S. 

^TT^HE Circumference of the Scull, according to its 
jL length, is 26 Inches 5 and according to its breadth, 
q-j Inches. 

The greateft Diameter of each Os Innontntinatutx^ is 12 
Inches. 

The Left Os Femoris is 24 Inches long, having only one 
(and that the great) Trochanter. The Right Os Femork 
is 23 Inches long, having three Trochanter Proceffes. 

Each Tibia is 2 1 Inches long.- 

If all the Parts bore a due proportion, this Man muft 
have been eight foot high. 

Thefe Bones were found near an Urn, infcrib'd Mar- 
cus Antoninus, in the Place of the Roman Camp near 
St. Albans. 
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